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Abstract

Self-interest of economic man, one of the most influential
concepts of economics, has been subjected to many criticisms,
especially from the findings of economic anthropologists and
economic experiments that emphasize the fairness and
reciprocity properties of the real human being. The present
article, by using the theory of the intrinsic movement of the
soul of Mulla Sadra presents a model for the orders of intensity
of the soul in its upward course, which includes four orders
named plant, animal, human and angelic and explains their
relationship with each other. According to this model, the
conventional economic man can be adapted to the animal level
and the altruistic or reciprocating man of the behavioral
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economics can be adapted to the human level. According to this
model the next generation of economic man, or homo
Islamicus, is achieved by following religion and striving with
self.

Key words: Homo Economicus, Homo Reciprocans, Essential
Movement of the Soul, Homo Islamicus.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the most famous doctrine of economics, known as the invisible
hand, if self-interested people are left in the free market in pursuit of their
self-interests, the greatest benefit for society will be achieved. This view of
man was met with many criticisms from economic and social science
thinkers, the most important of which is perhaps the recurrent findings that
show the bounded self-interest in behavioral economics (Thaler, 2015: 258),
that is, sometimes his behavior is prosocial. One of the roots of this prosocial
behavior is the important motive of reciprocity, which led a group of
economists (for example, Fehr and Gachter, 1998; Bowles and Gintis, 2002)
to argue that a new economic man has emerged that can be called homo
reciprocans. Studies of Islamic economics show that this development is still
not able to take into account the characteristics of Islamic economic man,
or as some say homo Islamicus (for example, Faroog, 2011), who also
considers spirituality and otherworldly motives in his behavior. The present
study, with the aim of filling a part of this theoretical gap, based on the
theory of the essential movement of the soul of Mulla Sadra, claims that the
homo economicus and the homo reciprocans can be considered as two
orders of the soul in its perfection process. At the same time, there are
higher orders that are achieved in the light of religious guidance.

Research Methodology

By using comparative and multidisciplinary studies (including behavioral
economics, Ibn Sina's and Mulla Sadra's views, the history of western
societies development), firstly, related the present research, a four-order
model of the essential movement of the soul, including plant, animal,
human, and angelic, is presented. Then it is applied to the real man in the
socio-economic history of the West, and finally its implications for Islamic
economic man are extracted.

Research Findings

So far, two different generations of economic man have been proposed, the
main motivation of the first one is self-interest and the second one is
reciprocity. With the help of the model presented based on Ibn Sina's
opinions and Mulla Sadra's opinions and theories, it is possible to present a
theory that both claims are correct in their place. In this way, the homo
economicu should be applied to the capitalists of 2 to 3 centuries ago in
Europe, the main actors of the economy who greedily and without worryin
about the plight of their workers sought to increase their wealth and capitaﬁ
As a result of the economic development of Europe, the situation of income
distribution gradually improved and led to the formation of the economic
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middle class as an economic driver, a class whose income, consumption,
savings, etc., play an essential role in the movement of the economy.
Therefore, gradually the motivation of this class became the main
motivation in the economy. The concern of this class is more human than
accumulating wealth. Therefore, the motive of self-interest was modified
and could no longer be depicted in the form of unbridled greed. The reason
for this, according to the implications of the proposed model, is the growth
of the economic human order in Europe and the predominance of the
human order, that is, the motive of reciprocity in the economic field, which
subordinates the motive of self-interest and causes its adjustment.
According to the presented model, it is possible to make a general prediction
about the next generation of economic man, which will be achieved in the
light of the guidance of religion and his promotion to the angelic order, and
it will put both animal and human orders under its control.

Discussion and Conclusion

By using the proposed model, it was shown that the neoclassical economic
man can be applied to the animal order and the altruistic or homo
reciprocans of behavioral economics can be applied to the human order of
self. Another implication of the model is that the economic man will not be
exclusive to these two. The next economic man, that is, the Islamic economic
man, or as some say homo Islamicus, which is obtained by following religion,
can be the new generation of Islamic social science man. With the
strengthening of the human soul and his ascension to the order of the self,
the previous two ranks, i.e. animal and human, are also promoted under this
order, and for example, it is possible that the human order of the self
becomes fairness and the motivation of the animal order becomes the search
for divine grace. If an order higher than the order of angelic is imaginable
then the Is%amic economic man will not be the last generation.
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