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Abstract
Is anthropology a good starting point for social science and humanities
studies? Looking at the relationship between individual and society, would
be helpful. Individual and society makes a whole through relations. Social
relations generate individual identities. The whole society shape its identity
according to the sum of individuals, and upper social systems. There is a kind
or relationship between individual, society and relations that we name it
invigoration (Taghavvom); they enliven each other. Society shapes by the
sum of individuals; individuals determine by relations; relations show the
direction; the direction is determined by the society in regard of its role in
the upper system. In the studies it is impossible to recognize one without
seeing the others. If we start from the anthropological point of view, without
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considering the others, we will have a misleading start in social sciences and
humanities studies.
Keywords: ontology, sociology, essentialism, actor, structure

Extended Abstract

This article would like to answer this question: is anthropology a good
starting point for social science and humanities studies? The relationship
between individual and society, is one of the long-lasting debates in
sociology. Viewpoints on the different aspects of the relationship between
the individual and society in social actions can be divided into three groups.
The first includes those which locate dominance with the individual; the
second, consists of outlooks accepting the priority of the social structures;
and the third, comprises ideas which interpret the relationship between
individual and society as the main subject of concern. The first category can
be named individualist, the second group social determinist, and the third one
relationist. Individualists consider the actors and/or their actions as
dominant elements in social matters. They count cognition, ideas, ethics,
beliefs, identity, consciousness, role and behavior, as major factors of social
formations. Social determinists look at society, social context, social
conditions, social structure, classes, and so on, as the determinant of
agencies actions and social relations. For the third group, relationists, the
prime role goes to those phenomena that bring individuals together to make
a society. According to the perspective, solidarity factors are important.
Rules, organizations, ideology, collective interest, collective will, collective
beliefs, collective identity, mood, and so forth are some examples of the
crucial explanatory concepts. It should be mentioned here that these
tendencies are not strictly divided from one another in practice. ‘Agency’,
‘relations’, and ‘social conditions’ all find some place in the descriptions of
most writers, but how they are regarded an(f the amount of emphasis
devoted to each differs markedly.
Those sociologists who are mainly following Max Weber’s tradition, are
studying the social entity though the looking glass of actor or individual,
some others are in favor of Carl Marx idea, following social phenomena
throw social concepts or structure, and still others, social interactionist, are
like Blumer, Eric Froom and so forth. In this article’s investigation of the
‘individual’, ‘society’, and their ‘relations’ will assume that they have a
mutual interrelationship in social realities. Our starting point is that of
‘balance’ between these three forces. Agencies are social actors and their
deeds; the social system is a phenomenon with its own consequences and
roperties; and relations - rules, structures, and organizations, in Giddens's
anguage - are the linkages between the individuals, whose collective
accomplishments at a particular time and space form the social system.
Archer’s emphasis, as the other realist scholars, is on the two first elements
- individual and society - and Giddens’s stress is on the third - relations. In
this article we are in effect following a combination of their ideas. One can
distinguish between the individual, society, and their relationship but they



are inseparable in any social formation. Through the centuries we have had
the 'individual', the 'society', and, also, the 'relations' as the social roads,
boundaries and walls, according to Giddens, for individuals' activities,
operating in social formations. Generally, in all social systems, individuals
affect society according to their characteristics, society influences them by
its properties, and social relations play their own part as the routes for
matching the individual features with the social opportunities, and vice
versa. None of these elements can be neglected. Each of them intervenes as
a dimension of a social system. Over time individuals, being affected by the
prior social conditions, act according to the constraints and opportunities
of a social context and bring change to it.

Following the discussion, this paper believes that social relations generate
individual’s identities. The whole society shape its own identity according
to the sum of individuals, and the direction of upper social systems. These
three entities are integrated with each other. We name the type of
relationship between individual, society and relations as invigoration
(Taghavvom); they enliven each other. Society shapes by the sum of
individuals; individuals’ action determine by relations; relations show
direction; the direction is determined by the society in regard of its role in
the upper system. Following this idea, we believe that in social science and
humanities studies it is impossible to recognize one without seeing the
others, because their identity is in relation with the type of their
accomplishment. Accordingly, if we start from the anthropological point of
view, without considering the two other factors, we will have a misleading
start in social sciences and humanities studies.
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. Modern Social Theory, From Parsons to Habermas
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. meaningful action.

. Weberian

. Talcott Parsons.

. Marx.
. Durkheim.

. Social Interactionism.
10. Mead.

11. Erich Fromm.
12.Archer.

13. Collectivistic.

14. Individualistic.

15. Giddens.

16. structuration theory.
17. Agency.
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26. life world

27.system

28. Colonization of the life world

29. New Social Movements

30. Crossley

31. Bourdieu

32. Distinction

33. Capital

34. Habitus
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