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Abstract
Proponents of Popperian philosophy of science or in other
words, the critical rationality, are among the staunch critics of
Islamic social sciences and humanities in Iran. They believe that
there is a reality independent of the mind, language and
conventions, and this reality is the final evaluator of scientific
hypotheses, and finally they conclude that religious science or
Islamic social sciences and humanities are not possible. In this
article, by using the descriptive and analytical method and by
emphasizing on Paya's opinion as the most important
supporter of critical rationality in Iran, it is shown that:
1. The presented arguments are unable to prove the rejection of
Islamic social sciences and humanities.
2. By using the method of conjectures and refutations (even in
the case that a religious hypothesis is proved or disproved in

* Assistant Professor of the Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies
smtmabtahi@gmail.com
Recived date: 24/5/2023 Accepted date: 28/7/2023


mailto:smtmabtahi@gmail.com
tel:+982167238208

VEOY Bl 5l ) slad o Sldl ol 5 ails YYA

an experimental evaluation), it is possible to prove the
possibility of Islamic social sciences and humanities.

3. By using the method of situation analysis as a methodology
proposed by Popper for social sciences and humanities, the
behavior of the followers of religious science can be
considered rational.

Keywords: Religious science, Islamic social sciences and humanities,
critical rationality, the method of conjectures and falsifications, the

method of situation analysis, Ali Paya

Extended Abstract
Ali Paya is an Iranian professor of philosophy of science and a follower of
Karl Popper's philosophy of science or critical rationality.

In the critical rationality, the goal of science is to know the world and reach
the truth. Science is a set of hypotheses that have been presented to solve

various questions and have not yet been disproved.

In this view, the purpose of technology is to respond to non-cognitive needs
or to facilitate tEe way to meet cognitive needs. Therefore, in the critical
rationality, not only cars and computers etc. but also the government,
university, and curriculum etc. are technology. On the other hand, most
human needs are related to culture or religion. With this argument, Paya
accepts that technology can be religious. He also mentions several examples
of religious technology.

But Paya believes that religious science is not possible. He says that religion
can help scientists in the context of discovery and be the source of
hypothesis inspiration. But in the end, the reality that is independent of the
mind, language and conventions evaluates the hypotheses. Hypotheses are
true if they correspond to reality and false if they do not correspond to
reality. In both cases, religion has no role in context of Justification and
judging scientific hypotheses. With this argument, he concludes that
religious science is not possible

This article shows :

1. A major part of the activities of religious science advocates is finding

models for managing society, economic improvement, treatment of mental
and behavioral diseases, reforming educational programs, etc., using Islamic
data and values. Paya considers these patterns and models to be technology
and believes that they can be religious. So, in this field, there is no difference
between Paya and the supporters of religious science.

2.1f religion had effects on the context of discovery, we will have a religious

hypothesis. Paya does not disagree with this idea. On the other hand, the
context of judgment only confirms or refutes the hypothesis. The context of
the judgment does not change the concepts and content of the hypothesis.
Based on this, if the religious hypothesis succeeds in the scientific
experiment, we will have religious science. In other words, based on the
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method of conjectures and refutations, it can be said that religious science
is possible.

3. Unlike natural reality, social reality is not independent of mind, language,

and convention. One social situation may confirm a hypothesis and another
social situation may disprove that hypothesis. So, according to different
situations, we can have different honest theories. This explanation is a proof
of the possibility of religious science based on the situation analysis method.

4, Based on the logic of situational analysis (critic's rationality methodology
for social sciences and humanities), it can be shown that the behavior of the
followers of religious science in the past decades was rational, because they
started this path with the knowledge of their position. To develop their idea,
they have used theories in philosophy of religion, philosophy of science, and
history of science. They have paid attention to criticisms and modified their
views based on it. They have achieved success in solving society's problems
based on their opinions. They have been able to draw the attention of the
international community to the capacities of their views.

The final result of this article is that religious science cannot be rejected
based on the critical rationality.
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